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Decrisen 2, 1808,

. %In a Wet" Seas_bn.”

-

ALONG THE LINE

{For Tuz BULLETIN.)
It was rs_\iuing-—"geﬂ;nt rain,'"

The teain left Bourks, and then there began the
Tong, long agony of serab and wire fence, with
hers and there s natural ¥ clearing ” which seemed

. past the ocamp.

damp felt biat, was walking quickly along the road
P A wrquol' cattle-dog glided
pilently and swiftly out [rom under a waggon,
“heelod " the wan, and slithered back without
explainiog. Here thie soene vanished.

Ve remembir stopping—fur an age it seemed—
ab balfu-dozen straggling shanties on a flab of
mud and water, There wns a rotten weather-
board pub. With a low, dripping veraudab, and
three wretchedly forlorn horses linnging, in tha_
rain, to & post outside.  We saw no morg, but we
knvw that there were several npologies for men
“hanging © about the ricketty bar inside—=or
round the parlour five, Strenins of cold, clay-

even more dismal than the funereal “timber " soloured water ran inalb directions, eutting fresh

itsell, The only thing which might seem in keep- -

gutters, and raiving. & yeasty froth whenever the

ing with one of these soddened fiuts would be the wathr full n few inches. | As we left, we saw a8

big man in an overcoak, ridmg across & calvert;

ghost of n funcral going very slowly across from thi tuils of the sont apread over thy horse’s ramp,

the scrub on one kide to the serub on the other.

and slmost hid it. " 1n fancy etill we saw him—

Sky like & wet, gruy blanket, plaing like dend seas  hanging up his weary, hungry, little horse in the
wave for the tufts of **grass'’ sticking up out of _rain, and swaggering into the bar ; and we almost

she water ; sevab indescribably dismal—pverything

damp, dark, and unspeakably dreary.
Somewhers along here we saw a ewagman's
camp—a squure of ‘calico stretched across & hori-

sontal stick, some rags steaming on another stick  foreground —liko ﬂ:g ather tricking-ya
in front of a fire, two ' billies "' to the leeward of
the blaze. We knew by instinct that chel® was a
Small, hopeless-
looking man standing with hie back to the fire,
with Lis hands behind him, watching the train
aluo, a damp, sorry-lovking dingo warming itself
and shivering by the fire. The rain had held up
for & while. We saw two or three similar camps —that was all.

piece of beef in the larger one.

further on—a tem porary suburb of Byrotk.
The population was on the platform,

overcoats and damp, soft-felt hats ; one trooper, in
a waterproof.  The populstion looked cheerfully by gards, an
The loeal **push’'' had side the local shanty.

and patiently dimnal.

evidently turned up to see off some fair gnalavors

heard someone say, in n drawling tone: ' Ello,
Tom ! "Ow are yarugwppin' up?’’ Such is the
average intelligence of my countryimnen.

The train stopped (for about & year) within o

mile of the next station,  Trocking yords in the
the line 3 they looked drearier than usual, becase
the rain had davkened the posts and rails. Smatl
lain nd, vovered with water and tufts of
Erup. The innviublﬁ.gml-fmgbl.tan “timber,”
lnck in the distance ; dull, |rn~{ sky and misty
rain ower all. A small, dark-looking flock of
sheep was crawling elowly in across the fat from
the unknown, with thres men on horseback jog-
jogging patiently behind. The horaes just moved
One man wors an cilskin, one sn

old tweed overcoat, and the third had o three-

in old  bushel bag over Lis head and shoulders.

ad we returned an lour later, we would have
seen the ﬂ"lﬁp huddled together in n corner of
the three horses hanging up out-

We stayed at Nyngan—which place we refrain

from the city, who had been upcountry for the from wkotehing—ior a few hours, Lecanse the five

cheque. senson, which was over.

another carcinge. We were glad when the bell quent *goods train.”

TRIE.

The rain recommenced,  Wo saw another swag-
man, abant a mile on, stroggling away from the
town, through mud and water. Ho didn't seem
to have heart enpugh to bother about trying to
avoid the worst mud-holes. There was a low-
%pirited dingo at his hesls, whoss sole object in
lifo was, soemingly, to keep his front paws in his
master’s last foot-print. The * traveller's ' body
was bent well forward, from the hips np; his long
arme—about six inches through his cont slesves-—
hung by his sides, like the armas of » dommy, with
a billy at the end of one and & bag st tho end
of the other; but his bead was thrown back
agninat the top end of the swag, his hat-brim
tolled up in front, and we saw & ghas
faca whioh turni T
s the train passad him.

ter n whlla_we closed our vook, and,
looking through the window, saw & hawker's turn-
oukb whioh was too sorrowful for description.

We looked out again, while the train was going
alowly, and saw & teamster's camp : three or four
waggons covered with tarpauline which hung down
in the mud all round and suggested death. A

long, narrow man, in & long, narrow overcoat snd »

=

They got into  trucks

of eattle, of which we were in charge, were
phunted there—to be taken on by a very subse-
The Government
one man to every five trucks in a cattle-train,
We'll pay onr fare next time, even if wa have not
ashilling left over and above.  Weo had haunted
loeal influence at, m{;: Comanavadrink," for two
long, anxious, heart-breaking weeke era wa gt the
pass ; and we had put up with all the indignities
the ﬁumﬂiat:_on—wu, in short, had saffered all
that poor duvils suffur whilst besieging ** looal in-
flusnce.”  We only thought of escaping from the
i ;

The' “pass " said that we were John Smith,
draver, and that we were available for return by
ordinary passenger-train  within two days, we
think-—or words in that direction. Which didn’t
intereat us.  We might have given the pass nway
toan unemployed in Orange, who wanted to
Out Back, and who begged for it with tears in his

o beardless  eyes: but we didn't like to injure a poor fool who

neither tothe rightnor the Ieflf never injured us—who Wag a stranger to ua. He

didn't know what ** Out Back ™ meant.

i Local influence had given us a kind of note of
introduction to be delivered to the cattle-agent at
the yards that morning; but the agent wasn't
there—only two of his satellites : o ocockne
colonial-experisnce man, and a scrub-town_ cler
whom we'll kindly ignore. We got on without
the note, and at Orange we smused ourself by
roading it. Tt said: e

allows:

Diear Ol Man,—Hicase send this —— oir; and T lops
hetll bo landed safely at Orange—or hell—or wherever
e cattle go.—Yours, v 1 S
We hind been led to beliave that the bollocks wers

going to Sydney. W took no further intepest'in -
thiose cattle. ; b
Aftor Nyngan thebush grew darker and dreabjer

and the pluins more like ghastly cceins ; and he

md there the *dominant note of Australing

seenery T was accentusted, as it were, by naked,
swhite, ring-barked trocs standing in the water and
hatnting the ghostly surroundings.

W spent thint :1i§fht. in m ** pessenger ! compart-
th

ment of & van whigh had been originully attached
to old No. 1 engine.  There wis only oune damp

pushion in the whole coneern, - Wa lent that ton

lady who travelled for a few hours in the next
“pomparbment.”  The sents were about Sin, wide
and sloped in at a sharp sngle to the bare ** matche
bourd * wall, with n * bead ' on the onter edge;
and the vraoks, Imuin[g biseummie well caulled with
the grenss and dirtt of generations, the seats held
saveral gallons of water each. We ﬁ“ il one
rolled ourself in a rug, and tried to sleép; but, a

night_long, over-coated and mm!nr:umg bughmen
would get in, let down all the wmduw%nd then
geb oulyngain st the next station, ‘Lhen we'd

Wl wake up'frozen,

Somutime'in the night, a cheerful girl of abont
40 got in from somewhere in the awful black
wilderness,  She took & seat opposite us. She
evidently snn:m'lhin{moq her mind, and it soon
oame out ; she was boiling over with indignation.
It seemed that another woman had summoned her
o appear 08 8 witness, on the other woman's
behalf, in A maintenince case! W hat would

ou think," she asked, indignantly, “of a woman
Ir"-ku her, over 80, having up a young fellow of 10
oii a case like that? And the nicest, guistest
young fellow you ever seen! And it ain't the
st she's Lad neyther, I know—— What will
his poor mether nnd tather think 7 they're respect-
able people—what will they think of me? v «
What will my husband think when he oomes
home? He'll say that I was thick with such a
woman,  What does she want to have me up for,
of all the women of the world? T don't know
nothing sbout it, never saw har shove twice, I

geen the young feller turnin’ the mangle for
her—that was all. T know what I'H do. Tl say
to the magistrate, ‘What am I dr up in

this case for T T don't know nothing about it! ‘I
don't know the woman from Adam,” and so on,
Then she put the cass to us—there were two of us
—n8 q{_nllnwa fmh® ; b
¥ Now, aupposin’ it was you--n young feller
like oneof you—that wae led astsos by o.grown:
up woman like her, and th h no fault of your
own : and me—that yor never injured—was to go
up against yer and swear awny yer character, and
bring trouble and di on you and your people
_w"‘t' would yer tlnnlrbof me o
~ We wergggetting » bit uneasy, but wa sym:
“thised and agreed with her in a general way. She
told us to lie down and slevp if we wanted go, and
not mind her; but we preferrod to stay awake.
She talked for two hours, and, after she'had got
out, we heard her telling her troubles to & stasion-
master whom she knew, a porter, and two guards.
?W aeemed Emtly moved, i
 dozed o ain, and woke at daylight, and
recognised the ridgy gum-country between D
Goun Mepat Awriricial Teern, foll sets £5.  Warranted
to Fit. Natural carance, Old Misfisting: " Re-
miodeiled. Painless Extractions with Gas or ine.
wonsaltationsfree,  J. 1. Marshall, Dental Surgeon, King-
Crest Arcade (Goonge-street antrance,) ‘

u

reliel from jury earvice was made
Wales) uteher to Judga Docker,

‘and Orange, It,‘{.lilln'tlbak...'
country further west—because ..
}s alt:naiud?'l p&rb of ‘the u?llm ouk west, which
ooks less invi ;
i o i g more horriblo tias Ray ol
& weather cleared, and wa had & Pein
Orange, Batlinrst, the blus-Mome:din:,wi h' :

LY T'“!'_l' prro it; also aumugh rain ugg
% Hewr Lawson,
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e up to date, Breakfast, bread and gm
nnd one cup of alleged tea o coffee, 84, 5 Tangl,
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Colemane & Sons’ Bpecial Bucal, Ol is A ope,
Ong of the wildest excuses on recond for
;ul_l'.::m(m. e
oounsel wers fust warming to thei !
of the jury suddenly jug;p,dh::,':'i“' :
Judge, will you let me go Liome and have s | :
m jgot to get up early and help father

Colemane & Sona’ Eacalypte Pills stir one gp,

A NG ¥ objects to Tue Boriern's
quml.l'l.‘inu oiim-?e Ph}lﬂ[ﬂ H.oollﬂ'l?ﬁmhg %
TEMArk i— ¥
i would fol '
nnll?nltimd aﬁ:k"ﬂ?umrf'ﬂw - Wawws
Tie BULLETIN does not advocate ;
paper argoes.  Certainly, it dm“::m;t
migh ohject to—or, rather, it wonld much mors
rendily excuse—~the privato vendetta of a ‘
man, than the cold-blooded devilishness u-';
mschine that should be as passionless as n stops
image, and hes all  the safety of recogn
nuthority st its back. Hoolan's remark mepsly
roves THe BUiLeTis's contention that the
s crime; in his case, even the far-off
bility of the imagined lash breeds murder,
Colemane & Sone' Eucal. Loz are for the volee,

Editor BurLieTiN,—I was penectrated to *

;E;] gizzaed I::Idthl;;he'tendw and, precion Pﬁ
publis enti L

uredﬂad ton Hudm'lmpwt who nmz Hem..
b;a:dtiirl‘n;banw{wwtwkiin mmm e
of Australinn verse, In imion, he i ¢
than Browning. A & h;!n?n{holrpnmw 3 :
1 taka the libarty of flinging a uet of mwy- i
on to the stage. Do not reject it; it is w soal &

wail 1=

i

3

: Fuoass.

Inn & dim f%nfglm'uodnup

T R the Mobh's unhallow 2
1n desp and awlul of “‘:
Al at all Her Moreoess and my Less |
Lo! T beheld ihe Temple of Excess.
Tet, not bekeld exactly, for the pall
Of ginmoot dimmed m 0
Hlind to the wﬂan-M{u of Foozieness |
Kot less to one who wieth
Butadds o Nateie

“%3.-_«-1{ I have made ; -
orrie’s " post, neadn't .
dnmd&m—mng.” sl o ot

Colemane & Sons’ Vic. Ointinent fs marvellons. 1




